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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

  MICHAEL RILEY 

A virtual greeting to all, 
 
What an incredible and challenging year 2020 has 
been. Covid-19 has had a major impact on our lives, 
our businesses and to some extent our happiness. 

But there is still reason to celebrate.  
Each year the Chamber selects individuals, businesses, and or-
ganizations to honor as those who help to make our community 
a wonderful place to live, work and raise our families.  
A special congratulatory salute to all of this year’s awardees for 
a job well done. You should be proud! 

MESSAGE FROM THE HONORARY MAYOR 

   JAMES (JD) SPEAS 

 Today we can celebrate that fact with the recog-

nition of some individuals and groups that make 

our Crescenta Valley that much more special.  I 

congratulate all of our recipients this year and 

add a big Thank You for all you’ve done for our 

community.  Let us all be inspired by these individuals and 

groups to contribute however we can to the betterment of our 

businesses, beautification projects and overall quality of life in 

the years ahead.  Be safe and healthy, grateful and caring in the 

years ahead.  

2 

“From the bottom of my heart, I’d like to congratulate tonight’s 

honorees. I am in awe of our passionate community members 

who dedicate themselves to serving others. In a year as chal-

lenging as this one, acts of compassion and kindness are espe-

cially valuable. Tonight’s honorees have gone above and beyond 

to lift, inspire, and heal our friends and neighbors 

in need. I cannot thank you enough for the light 

each of you brings into our world.”  

 

Assemblymember Laura Friedman 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT 

California Highway Patrol 

Officer Jeremy Keller 

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Montrose Search & Rescue Team 

Glendale Police Department 

Officer Anthony Chacon 

 

Beautification Award 

American Softub Company 

Organization of the Year 

Glendale Unified School District 

Educator of the Year 

Jennifer Freemon 

Business of the Year 

ACE Hardware of La Crescenta 

Volunteer of the Year 

Michael Baldwin 

Man of the Year 

Keith Hobbs 

Woman of the Year 

Marianne Jennings 
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EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR– JENNIFER FREEMON 

MAN OF THE YEAR - KEITH HOBBS 

A Glendale Unified School District Board Member since 2015, Jennifer 

Freemon, is also an educator and parent who believes students learn 

best when teachers, parents, and community members work with the 

same sense of priorities.  Jennifer’s skills at communication enables 

students to succeed even when faced with challenges like those faced during 

the 2020 school year. 

Jennifer taught History at Toll Middle School then took over the Hoover High 

School Aquatics program. Jennifer and husband Allen started their family and 

for the next few years her life centered on full time motherhood. 

In 2013 Jennifer returned to work as Coordinator of Children and Family Min-

istries at Glendale First United Methodist Church enjoying the challenge of 

connecting families at the Church. In 2015 she was inspired to run for a posi-

tion on the GUSD School Board and succeeded in getting elected to a Board 

seat. As a Board Member she has effectively managed facility upgrades, text-

book improvements in Spanish, Math, and English, and is committed to mak-

ing sure children have everything they need to succeed in public schools.  

Headline news . . . “Local Boy Makes Good”.  What an apt descrip-

tion for our Man of the Year, Keith Hobbs, CEO USC Verdugo Hills Hospital.  

Raised in La Crescenta and a Crescenta Valley High School graduate who also 

occupies a Chamber Board of Directors seat alongside his former CVHS Princi-

pal (Ken Biermann), Ken Hobbs has been instrumental with the dramatic 

change of culture at USC VHH. As stated by Armand Dorian, the hospital’s Asso-

ciate Chief Medical Officer, with Keith’s arrival “almost every Department is on 

a massive trajectory of improvement”.  This includes higher staff salaries, state 

of the art robot equipment, and a new Neonatal Intensive Care Unit as exam-

ples of the improvements at the hospital.  

It didn’t take long for Keith to have an impact. The hospital’s current reputation 

for high quality care, personal attention, and a dramatic improvement in its 

Emergency Room wait time, is due to his leadership and the respect he’s 

earned from those who work with him.  

Today USC Verdugo Hills Hospital offers a variety of free online programs from 

Stroke Prevention to Senior Care.  The hospital supports and/or participates in 

most community activities and it’s not unusual to find Keith’s hands “dipping” 

into his own pockets to help sponsor and support them.   
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GLENDALE POLICE DEPARTMENT -  

OFFICER ANTHONY CHACON 

Congratulations to this year’s Crescenta Valley Chamber 
honorees! All of you give so much of yourselves to make 
our beautiful valley a safe, warm and welcoming commu-
nity to live in.  I thank you for your steadfast 
dedication and look forward to seeing you in 
person next year.  
 
My best regards, 
Senator Anthony J. Portantino 

Officer Anthony Chacon is a Motor Officer with the Glendale 

Police Department and has been assigned to his unit for 

over 15 years.   

Along with his normal duties, he puts in extra time working 

with and helping kids. 

He volunteers as a guest speaker at assemblies and is quite often a guest 

speaker on various topics such as Halloween safety, keeping safe during 

possible intruder attack, and going to college. 

He also enjoys being part of “Shop with a Cop” which is a special program 

that selects a few of the most needy students at school and assigns them to 

an officer at Christmas. 

Officer Chacon has been a  police officer since 2003. 

CV Weekly congratulates this year’s recipients of the CV Cham-

ber of Commerce Recognition Awards.  With so much negativi-

ty that CV Weekly has to report, it is inspiring to recognize 

those who do so much for the community!  

Congratulations!    Robin Goldsworthy   
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CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL -  

OFFICER JEREMY KELLER 

CRESCENTA VALLEY SHERIFF’S - MONTROSE SEARCH & RESCUE 

 
The Montrose Search and Rescue Team is 

made up of dedicated volunteers that respond to calls 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. Whether the 
call be for a lost or injured hiker, skier, or rock climber, 

the Montrose Search and Rescue Team is always ready to respond.  Some of 
the team’s operations include: extrication and evacuation of victims from a car 
which has gone over-the-side of a mountain road; recovery and evacuation of 
fallen rock climbers; search for lost hikers or skiers; evacuation of injured hik-
ers, climbers and hunters; location of downed aircraft; rescues from mines, 
tunnels or underground utility vaults; urban disasters including collapsed 
buildings and rescues from damaged structures; swift water rescues during 
times of flooding; and body recoveries. 
  Of special note is the Team’s valiant response on September 6, 2020, during 
the “Bobcat Fire.”   This particular day happened to be one of the hottest on 
record in Los Angeles County, where temperatures reached over 120 degrees 
in some parts of the County.   The Montrose Search and Rescue Team re-
sponded to a total of seven missions on that day, as well as two vehicle roll-
overs.  Due to rapid growth of the fire, the team also assisted with evacuations 
of areas along Angeles Crest Highway that were threatened by the fire.  The 
team’s tremendous efforts greatly assisted with saving lives and property.   

Officer Jeremy Keller has been a member of the California 

Highway Patrol for over six years.  He is very proud of hav-

ing successfully completed the very challenging CHP Motor-

cycle Academy and becoming a certified CHP motorcycle 

officer in 2018.  On most weekdays you are likely to find him patrolling inter-

state 210 (Foothill Freeway) and serving the communities adjacent to the 

freeway, which includes the Crescenta Valley.   

He enjoys personal contact with community members.  Whether it is com-

forting people involved in traffic collisions or getting assistance to someone 

having car trouble, he is always happy to be of service. 

Officer Keller is a member of the community. 
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WOMAN OF THE YEAR - MARIANNE JENNINGS 

BEAUTIFICATION AWARD - AMERICAN SOFTUB COMPANY 

We are honored to recognize her for her many accomplishments 

as a family woman and a person who has contributed greatly to 

many community organizations.  

Marianne  Jennings serves as President of the La Crescenta Woman’s Club 

and The La Canada Flintridge Orthopedic Guild. She is Vice President of the 

San Gabriel Valley Alumnae Affiliate Group and Parliamentarian of the San 

Gabriel Valley District Woman’s Clubs, whose outreach is extensive and 

whose motto is “Unity in Diversity”.  Marianne served as a Girl Scout leader 

for 28 years and although she retired in January 2020, she maintains her 

membership. As a member of P.E.O. ( Promoting Educational Opportunities 

for Women), she is able to advance her goal of opening more doors for 

women. Make no mistake, Marianne shines in other areas as well ! A lover 

of music, she is a member of The Verdugo Hills Women’s Chorus and most 

importantly she has been a homemaker for 57 years, a mother of four adult 

children, Grandmother to 10 and Great Grandmother of four !  

“Giving from the Heart” is Marianne’s personal motto, it is evident 

that she indeed lives up to that motto. Thank you, Marianne !  

 American Softub Company, located on Foothill Boulevard in La 

Crescenta, is locally owned by Todd and Stephanie Thornbury. 

Since 2003 the grounds surrounding the front and back of the 

business have been meticulously planted and maintained by Todd to the same 

degree as his former home which was featured on the Prom Plus tour.   

While sitting in their front yard swing, watching the butterflies and listening to 

the sound of water meandering over native rocks, one has the sensation they 

are in a land far away yet it is located just 35 feet off busy Foothill Boulevard. 

Flowers and plants, meticulously placed and groomed by the Thornburys, 

abound throughout the yard while unique decorations and natural wood fea-

tures are plentiful and add to this remarkable landscape display. 

Todd and Stephanie would welcome your visit to their magical garden display. 

American Softub Company is located at 2520-B Foothill Boulevard (south side 

of Foothill between Briggs & Rosemont Avenues). 818-957-8827 
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VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR - MICHAEL BALDWIN 

Even through these crazy days, all the award winners continue 

to shine in our community with their dedication to making the 

Crescenta Valley this incredible place to live, work and play!  

Congratulations! 

Chris Waldheim 

 

Mike Baldwin is a Vietnam combat veteran having served with 

the United States Army during the Vietnam conflict. He is a life 

member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1614 and the American Legion 

Post 288 serving as Adjutant for both groups.  He also serves as Manager/

Secretary for each American Legion Hall activity including youth programs 

and those for Veterans and their families. 

Mike was instrumental in the fundraising and reconstruction of the Two 

Strike Park War Memorial Wall and the remodeling of the American Legion 

Hall.  He is currently involved with the ADA construction improvements to 

the Legion parking lot with expected completion in early January, 2021. 

He is a member of the Glendale Veterans Board and currently serves as Vice 

President of the Crescenta Valley Chamber of Commerce.  Mike also serves 

as Chair of the Tri-Chamber Legislative Committee.   

Whenever there is a job to be performed or a need for a helping hand, Mike 

is the person we contact. He is always willing to volunteer his time at the 

Chamber office, assist with the organizing of Chamber Mixers, participate 

and help organize the Chamber’s annual 9-11 Motorcade, and contribute 

hours of volunteer service as a member of the CV Fireworks Association 

Committee. 

818-247-8778    jsmaintenance.com      Since 1969 

CONGRATULATIONS to all the nominees and winners - all very 

well deserved.  You make our community proud! 

Leonard Ghazarian  

www.caspianservicesinc.com 

818 - 957-4488 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR—GUSD 

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR - ACE HARDWARE OF LA CRESCENTA 

Ace Hardware began as a small chain of stores in 1924, and has grown to 

include more than 4,700 stores in all 50 states and more than 70 countries 

worldwide.  Most Ace Hardware stores are independently owned. 

Ace Hardware of La Crescenta opened up on February 14th, 

2020. The Grand Opening celebration included free ice cream, 

face painting and balloon twisting for kids and several drawings. 

Fortunately for us, Ace Hardware is an essential 

store and has been able to remain opening for the commu-

nity.  We thank them and their employees for their support  

then and now. 

We were also fortunate to have Manager Lawrence Stuart,  for-

merly with OSH, back with us. 

No one expected this year to bring what it did, a challenging time 

to open, and to remain so, but we thank you! 

Their moto -  Our sole purpose is simple – we exist to help others and we 

are committed to supporting our community in this time of need.  

2020 . . . what a year it’s been! What started as a normal, quiet school year 

quickly changed due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the necessary State 

wide restrictions imposed on our schools, students, and families.  

All school activities, including sports, academic, clubs and organizations, mu-

sic, and off campus instruction came to a sudden halt. Schools, instructors/

teachers, and administrators were left scrambling to develop a new way for 

students to learn . . . quickly.  

Superintendent Vivian Ekchian, District Staff, and the GUSD Board quickly 

developed and implemented a “stay at home” online teaching and learning 

program for both students and teachers. Laptop computers were distributed 

for students and families with needs and the new norm for instructors/

teachers was teaching students from an empty virtual classroom.  

The Glendale Unified School District and its personnel are to be commended 

for the outstanding service provided to District families and students despite 

the difficult situation.   
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